RAMADAN STUDY GUIDE (117-156)

1. Mass media explains Sharia law “with a brutalist and literalist application” (p. 117).  What is Sharia for Professor Ramadan?

2. While Sharia laws give us rules for conduct and regulations for living, what is the larger meaning of Sharia?

3. A narrow understanding of Sharia law-- or a narrow application of Sharia law-- gives rise to many problems.  What are three problems he mentions:

a.

b.

c. 

4.   What is the etymological meaning of jihad?

5. What is the spiritual warfare or “jihad of the mind” that every Muslim must battle with?

6. A jihad can only be proclaimed by a mujahadin.  What are some of the social causes that would qualify for calling a jihad?

7. Islam is a religion of peace.  What are some of the limits imposed by Islam on choosing war and violence?

8. Islam prioritizes knowledge-- not just religious and spiritual knowledge.  Knowledge in all its many forms points to Allah's unity with the world.  Accordingly, education is an important priority for Islam.  What points does Ramadan make about the critical need and importance of education in society?

9. Is Islam responsible for repression of diversity anti-democratic dictatorships?  Or is something other than religion the cause?

10. What does Islam teach about sexism and racism?

11. When the prophet Muhammad received a revelation from God,  he told his followers “this is the decision.”  When the prophet did not receive a message from God, he told his followers to discuss and debate it among themselves (he would add his voice).  Through rational dialogue and debate, they would come up with the best solution.  How should power be shared in government?  Where does he see this practical wisdom being worked out in governments with primarily Muslim populations today?

12. Sharia and Jihad are about compassion, mercy and forgiveness.  How does Ramadan define forgiveness?

13. How does-- or how should-- Islam view other religions and other peoples?

14. What is Islam's view on nature?  What should humans be doing to care for the environment?

15. Write a question you have about this chapter . . .

Mysticism has elevated “the Way” which leads to water. All religions believe in the principle of “continuing revelation”--  religion is not condemned to keep living out the old codes of an ancient past. Using the insight of former years, Muslims reinterpret the revelation to receive and forge new revelations.


Western media has presented jihad as a “holy war” to “convert the infidels “or “to fulfill their 
expansionary mission, showing that violence is intrinsic to Islam and its teachings.”
